


















Commonwealth of Massachusetts 1 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report

April 28, 2022 

To His Excellency Governor Charles D. Baker, 
Honorable Members of the General Court, 
and the People of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

I am pleased to provide this Letter of Transmittal for the Commonwealth’s fiscal year 2021 (FY21) Annual 
Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR) prepared in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 
(GAAP) in the United States of America.  The objective of this report is to provide a clear financial picture of our 
government as a single, unified entity.   

This document presents the Commonwealth’s financial information on three bases of accounting, each serving a 
different purpose.  The report includes “required supplementary information” in the form of budgetary basis 
statements, which are prepared in accordance with the Commonwealth’s budgetary or statutory basis of accounting 
and summarized by Commonwealth branch and agency.  This information is aggregated from FY21 line item 
appropriations, the legal level of budgetary control -- i.e., the amount up to which state departments can spend 
without approval of additional appropriations (in a so-called "supplemental budget") by the Massachusetts 
Legislature.  Line items specify a dollar amount that can be legally spent on specified programs or activities; for 
example, separate line items are authorized in the state's annual budget for general administrative expenses 
(including personnel expenses) and for benefit payments in the Commonwealth's Medicaid program.  More detailed 
information on the statutory basis of accounting and the results of operations on that basis from FY21 are found in 
the Statutory Basis Financial Report (SBFR) issued separately on November 19, 2021.  The SBFR documents 
compliance with the legislatively adopted budget at a fund level.  Further documentation is found within the 
Commonwealth’s accounting system, the Massachusetts Management Accounting and Reporting System 
(MMARS).  Each state maintains different rules for budgetary reporting and therefore the SBFR should not be used 
for comparisons across states. 

The ACFR "fund perspective" statements present the governmental operations on a modified accrual basis of 
accounting.  The fund perspective is designed to measure inter-period equity, the extent to which current resources 
(available within one year) fully fund all current services provided by the government.  Long-term liabilities are 
excluded with the implicit assumption that future tax revenues will fund these liabilities as they come due.  This 
fund perspective provides results similar to the SBFR. 

In addition to the fund perspective, this ACFR presents a "government-wide" perspective.  This perspective 
combines all governmental and business-type activities in a statement of net position and a statement of activities, 
presenting all functions on a full accrual basis of accounting.  All capital assets are added to the government-wide 
statements, as are most long-term liabilities.  Funds that are shown as fiduciary under the fund perspective are not 
portrayed in the government-wide statements, as the assets do not belong to the Commonwealth. 

In the government-wide statements, the balance sheet has been organized into a “net position format.”  This format 
classifies all assets and liabilities as either short-term or long-term and then subtracts liabilities and deferred inflows 
of resources from assets and deferred outflows of resources to arrive at net position.  
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The Commonwealth’s government-wide revenues, expenses and activities are included in the statement of activities.  
The expenses of the Commonwealth, organized by function, are netted against fees, fines, grant revenues, and 
assessments generated to fund each function in an attempt to derive the net cost to the taxpayer of each function.  
This format allows the reader of the financial statements to discern the net cost of a particular function of 
government funded by taxation and other general revenues.  

This ACFR is presented in three sections: Introductory, Financial, and Statistical.  The Introductory Section
contains an overview of current initiatives and summary financial data.  The Financial Section contains the 
Management’s Discussion and Analysis (MD&A) and the Commonwealth’s Basic Financial Statements.  GAAP 
requires that management provide a narrative overview and analysis in the form of an MD&A to accompany the 
basic financial statements. This ACFR is prepared by the Office of the State Comptroller in conjunction with 
management of Commonwealth's departments, which is collectively responsible for its contents. 

This letter of transmittal is designed to complement the MD&A, where the financial analysis is presented.  The 
Commonwealth’s MD&A can be found immediately following the Independent Auditors' Report.  The Statistical 
Section contains selected financial and demographic information; it also contains background information on the 
Commonwealth. 

PROFILE OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

Massachusetts was among the thirteen original colonies and is considered the birthplace of the American 
Revolution, with the battles of Lexington-Concord and of Bunker Hill occurring in 1775. The original settlements 
of Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay were established in the 1620s, on the ancestral lands of the Wampanoag, 
Massachusetts, and other native peoples. Geographically, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts stretches from the 
Atlantic shoreline, through the uplands of Worcester County to the fertile Pioneer Valley surrounding the 
Connecticut River, west to the Berkshire Mountains. Massachusetts ranks 44th in area among the 50 states but 15th

in population.

The Commonwealth is governed under the oldest written constitution in use today, drafted by John Adams and 
ratified in 1780 in the midst of the Revolutionary War. Its separation of government into Legislative, Executive, and 
Judicial branches was echoed in the United States Constitution nine years later. Known formally as “The Great and 
General Court,” the state’s legislature comprises a Senate of 40 members and a House of Representatives of 160 
members, both elected every two years. Executive power resides with the Governor, elected every four years.
Other elective statewide offices include the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, the Treasurer & Receiver-
General, and the State Auditor.

The early Massachusetts economy focused on the productive cod fisheries and agriculture to support the growing 
population. During the 1800s, shipbuilding, whaling, and worldwide trade grew in importance. Massachusetts was 
among the birthplaces of the industrial revolution, particularly in textiles and shoes. Beginning with the 
establishment of Harvard as the first college in the United States, the Commonwealth developed educational 
leadership that served to promote the growth of the medical, financial, and high-tech industries that lead the 
economy today. The state’s natural environment, history, and culture provide recreation for its residents and support 
a thriving tourist industry. While the state’s economic conditions have fluctuated over time, Massachusetts has 
proven an attractive home for talented and hardworking people from around the country and the globe, helping it to 
secure a leading place in education, culture, productivity and wealth, and livability among the 50 states.

The table on page 3 reconciles the fund balances on three bases of accounting:  the statutory basis presented in 
separately issued financial statements on November 19, 2021; the fund basis; and the entity-wide basis statements, 
the latter two of which are included in this report. 
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Governmental Funds - Statutory to GAAP - Fund Perspective and to Governmental Activities Net Position
(Amounts in millions)

Governmental Funds - Statutory Basis, June 30, 2021     
Budgeted fund balance ............................................................................................................................................ $ 12,099.2 
Non-budgeted special revenue fund balance ..........................................................................................................  4,249.0 
Capital projects fund balance ..................................................................................................................................  (994.9)

Governmental Fund Balance - Statutory Basis, June 30, 2021....................................................................................................... $ 15,353.3 
Plus: Expendable Trust and Similar Fund Statutory balances that are considered Governmental Funds for

GAAP reporting purposes ...............................................................................................................................................................  675.1 
Less: Massachusetts Department of Transportation Funds ................................................................................................................  (1,563.5)

Adjusted Statutory Governmental fund balance .............................................................................................................................  14,464.9 
Reclassification of funds due to implementation of GASB Statement No. 84.......................................................  44.9 
Short-term accruals, net of allowances and deferrals for increases /(decreases):     

Taxes, net of refunds and abatements ..................................................................................................................  2,580.4 
Tobacco settlement agreement receivable ...........................................................................................................  106.0 
Medicaid ...............................................................................................................................................................  (193.5)

Other short-term accruals:     
Assessments and other receivables ......................................................................................................................  1,376.9 
Amounts due to authorities and municipalities, net ............................................................................................  (752.4)
Claims, judgments and other risks .......................................................................................................................  (13.3)
Amounts due to health care providers and insurers .............................................................................................  (19.1)
Workers' compensation and group insurance ......................................................................................................  (168.7)
Other accruals, net ................................................................................................................................................  (5,392.5)

Net increase to governmental fund balances ..........................................................................................................  (2,431.3)

Massachusetts School Building Authority fund balance ......................................................................................  1,783.7 

Total changes to governmental funds ................................................................................................................................................  (647.6)

Governmental fund balance (fund perspective) ...............................................................................................................................  13,817.3 
Plus: Capital assets including infrastructure, net of accumulated depreciation ................................................................................  5,053.8 

Deferred revenue, net of other eliminations ...................................................................................................................................  570.2 
Long-term receivables .....................................................................................................................................................................  28.0 

Long-term accruals:     
Net pension liability ........................................................................................................................................................................  (46,159.8)
Net deferred (inflows)/outflows of resources related to pension ...................................................................................................  8,229.1 
Net OPEB liability ..........................................................................................................................................................................  (18,434.7)
Net deferred (inflows)/outflows of resources related to OPEB .....................................................................................................  607.4 
Environmental remediation liability ...............................................................................................................................................  (595.3)
Massachusetts School Building Authority debt and school construction payables .......................................................................  (6,640.9)
Long-term debt, unamortized premiums and net deferrals on debt refundings .............................................................................  (33,217.7)
Compensated absences ....................................................................................................................................................................  (754.1)
Capital leases ...................................................................................................................................................................................  (14.3)
Accrued interest on bonds ...............................................................................................................................................................  (441.4)
Other long-term liabilities ...............................................................................................................................................................  (1,103.5)

Total governmental activities net position (entity wide perspective) .............................................................................................. $ (79,055.9)

The deficit of $79.056 billion in governmental activities net position is largely attributable to several factors.  First, 
the Commonwealth has made a policy decision to finance construction of assets owned by other government 
entities, particularly Commonwealth roads and bridges, school buildings, and assets of cities and towns and local 
authorities.  As a result of transportation reform implemented during FY10, the Commonwealth shifted virtually all 
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its road and bridge assets from its books to the newly created Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
(MassDOT), a component unit of the Commonwealth.  Second, starting in FY15, the Commonwealth's net (or 
unfunded) pension liability, was placed on the Commonwealth's books in accordance with GASB Statement No. 68, 
Accounting and Financial Reporting for Pensions.  Third, the Commonwealth's net (or unfunded) OPEB, or other 
post-employment benefits (mainly health insurance), liability, was placed on the Commonwealth's books starting in 
FY18 in accordance with GASB Statement No. 75, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Post Employment 
Benefits Other than Pensions.  These factors are described in detail on pages 20 and 24 of the MD&A. 

Since MassDOT retains virtually all the Commonwealth's road and bridge assets using debt issued by the 
Commonwealth and MassDOT ended FY21 with a positive net position of $29.464 billion, it is more informative to 
view the Commonwealth’s financial statements in combination with MassDOT than to analyze the two separately, 
while also keeping in mind that significant assets owned by the Institutions of Higher Education and local 
governments and authorities were financed by liabilities still on the Commonwealth’s books. 

As of June 30, 2021, the net pension liability in governmental activities totaled $46.160 billion, offset by GASB 68 
related adjustments (in the form of deferred inflows and outflows of resources) of $8.229 billion; resulting in a 
reduction in governmental activities net position of $37.931 billion.  The governmental activities' net OPEB liability 
totaled $18.435 billion.  

The net deficit in governmental activities (which excludes “business-type activities” of Unemployment Insurance, 
the Family and Employment Security Trust and Higher Education) increased by $1.379 billion between June 30, 
2020 and June 30, 2021.  The most significant changes were as follows: 

• The Commonwealth's current assets increased by $9.178 billion, primarily as a result of increased cash on 
hand primarily due to strong tax revenue growth in FY21 and provision of federal government financial aid 
under the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA), which provided the state with $5.286 billion in aid 
to offset the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.  None of that ARPA revenue was expended in FY21 so 
remains on the balance sheet and is available for use in future years, but offset current assets since it was 
classified an "unearned revenue" liability on the balance sheet as of June 20, 2021 and remain so classified 
until it is expended. 

• The Commonwealth's other net post-employment benefits (OPEB) liability, after taking into account 
deferrals of the liability decrease caused by lower than projected retiree medical costs and a change in the 
discount rate by which OPEB liabilities are calculated, increased by $485 million between FY20 and FY21.   

• Commonwealth long-term debt outstanding increased by $1.084 billion from June 30,2020 as debt issuance 
to fund FY21 capital spending exceeded the amount of debt retired. 

• The Commonwealth's net pension liability, after taking into account deferrals of FY21 investment gains and 
other adjustments that will be recognized over the next several years, increased by $2.873 billion, primarily 
due to a reduction, from 7.25%, to 7.15%, in the rate used to discount liabilities. 

• As noted above and explained in more detail in the MD&A, the Commonwealth continues to fund, through 
its own debt, transportation-related assets owned by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
(MassDOT), Institutions of Higher Education, cities and towns and quasi-public authorities. In FY21, 
approximately $2.508 billion of the more than $3.062 billion in state-funded capital spending generated 
assets not owned by the Commonwealth. As a result of this capital spending on assets owned by entities 
other than the Commonwealth, the amount of debt outstanding increased by $1.859 billion while the 
Commonwealth's governmental activities capital assets net of depreciation increased by only $165 million. 

The net deficit in the primary government, in addition to governmental activities, includes the Commonwealth’s 
business-type activities of the Unemployment Insurance system, Family and Employment Security Trust and Higher 
Education institutions, increased by $858 million from FY20, due primarily to an increased liabilities for pension 
and post-employment (health insurance) benefits for state employees, which together increased by a total of  $1.612 
billion, and decrease in net position of business-type activities of $521 million, caused by a reduction of $202 
million in the Unemployment Insurance fund balance, partially offset by an increase of $767 million in Family and 
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Employment Security Trust and smaller surpluses in Higher Education.  These changes are explained in more detail 
on pages 22 through 27 of this report. 

The Commonwealth engages in multi-year financial planning in several areas, including the adoption of a statutorily 
required triennial pension funding schedule (which is funded prior to the adoption of each year's annual budget), a 
five-year capital spending plan, and a multi-year debt issuance planning process via a Debt Affordability Committee 
established in statute, comprised of Massachusetts government and non-government financial experts.  The 
Commonwealth's short and long-term goal is to achieve annual statutory structural budget balance, i.e., where 
annual revenues equal or exceed annual expenditures, thus minimizing the use of one-time resources.  A related goal 
is to limit the growth in state expenditures to increases in budgeted revenues.  The current Administration has also 
committed to a policy of annual increases in unrestricted aid to cities and towns equal to the growth in projected 
budgetary fund tax revenues. 

REPORTING ENTITY 

The financial statements incorporate activity from over 150 departments.  These departments include the various 
agencies, boards, and commissions, the 25 Institutions of Higher Education, the judicial and legislative branches of 
government, and constitutional offices.  The departments record their daily financial operations in the state 
accounting system, MMARS, operated by the Office of the Comptroller. 

In addition, the financial statements include 41 independent public authorities.  These entities are defined as 
component units and meet the criteria for inclusion in the Commonwealth’s reporting entity in accordance with 
GAAP.  They are further described in Note 14 to the basic financial statements.  The Massachusetts School Building 
Authority (MSBA) is blended into the Commonwealth’s operations.   

INDEPENDENT AUDIT 

The Commonwealth’s independent auditors, CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP, have performed an independent audit of the 
Commonwealth for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2021.  The Independent Auditors' Report is presented in the 
Financial Section. 

The Office of the Comptroller prepares these financial statements and is responsible for the completeness and 
reliability of the information presented in this report.  To provide a reasonable basis for making these 
representations, the Office of the Comptroller, working in conjunction with the State Auditor, has established a 
comprehensive internal control framework that is designed to protect the Commonwealth’s assets from loss, theft, or 
misuse and to compile sufficient reliable information for the preparation of the Commonwealth’s financial 
statements in conformity with GAAP.  Because of the cost, internal controls should not outweigh their benefits.  The 
Commonwealth’s comprehensive framework of internal controls has been designed to provide reasonable, rather 
than absolute assurance that the financial statements will be free from material misstatement.  

The Annual Comprehensive Financial Report is the single most important financial statement that the 
Commonwealth, and every state, is required to produce annually.  It requires a year-long focus on careful execution 
and accounting for financial transactions, which is a shared responsibility of financial professionals across state 
government and the Office of the Comptroller.  The work culminates in an intensive process led by the Statewide 
Financial Reporting team, engaged with departments statewide and with the independent auditor.  I thank especially 
Chief Financial Reporting Officer Pauline Lieu and the Reporting team, Chief Accounting Officer, Kristin Lacroix 
and the Statewide Accounting Team, and Howard Merkowitz.  Every department within the Office of the 
Comptroller has a direct impact on our ability to produce accurate financial information, and I extend my sincere 
appreciation every manager and employee for their professionalism and hard work. 

Sincerely,

William McNamara 
Comptroller of the Commonwealth  
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Independent Auditors’ Report 

Mr. William McNamara, Comptroller 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Report on the Financial Statements 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-
type activities, the aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the 
aggregate remaining fund information of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (Commonwealth), as of 
and for the year ended June 30, 2021, and the related notes to the financial statements, which 
collectively comprise the entity’s basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents. 

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes 
the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error.

Auditors’ Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. 

As more fully described in Note 14, we did not audit the financial statements of certain activities, funds 
and component units of the Commonwealth, which represent the indicated percentages of total assets 
and total revenues of the opinion units as prescribed in the table below. Those financial statements 
were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it 
relates to the amounts included for those activities, funds and component units, is based solely on the 
reports of the other auditors. 

Assets Revenues / 
Additions

Governmental Activities Lotteries Fund; Massachusetts School Building Authority Fund 5.83% 9.82%

Business-Type Activities University of Massachusetts; State Universities; Community 
Colleges

71.83% 16.96%

Lotteries Fund Lotteries Fund 6.63% 100.00%
Massachusetts School Building 
Authority Fund

Massachusetts School Building Authority Fund 100.00% 100.00%

Percent of Opinion Unit's Total

EntityOpinion Unit

13
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Assets Revenues / 
Additions

University of Massachusetts University of Massachusetts 100.00% 100.00%

State Universities State Universities 100.00% 100.00%

Community Colleges Community Colleges 100.00% 100.00%

Aggregate Remaining Fund Information External Investment Trust Funds 24.92% 40.39%

Aggregate Discretely Presented 
Component Units

Massachusetts Department of Transportation; 
Commonwealth Health Insurance Connector; Massachusetts 

Clean Water Trust; Massachusetts Convention Center 
Authority; Massachusetts Development Finance Agency; 

Massachusetts Clean Energy Center; Massachusetts 
Technology Park Corporation; Massachusetts Housing 
Partnership; Economic Development Entities; Higher 

Education Foundations

100.00% 100.00%

Opinion Unit Entity

Percent of Opinion Unit's Total

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we 
plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are 
free from material misstatement. The financial statements of the Massachusetts Municipal Depository 
Trust and the Massachusetts Growth Capital Corporation were not audited in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditors’ judgment, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or 
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the entity’s internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes 
evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the 
financial statements. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our audit opinions. 

Opinions 
In our opinion, based on our audit and the reports of other auditors, the financial statements referred to 
above present fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial position of the governmental 
activities, the business-type activities, the aggregate discretely presented component units, each major 
fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as of June 
30, 2021, and the respective changes in financial position and, where applicable, cash flows thereof for 
the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States 
of America. 

14
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Emphasis of Matters
As discussed in Note 1T to the financial statements, an error related to the classification of custodial 
funds resulted in an understatement of the lotteries (major governmental fund) fund balance. 
Accordingly, an adjustment has been made to beginning fund balance of the lotteries fund. Also as 
discussed in Note 1T to the financial statements, the Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
(MassDOT), a discretely presented component unit, adopted the provisions of Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 84, Fiduciary Activities. As a result, MassDOT reported a 
restatement for the change in accounting principle. Our auditors’ opinions are not modified with respect 
to these matters. 

Other Matters 
Required Supplementary Information 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
management’s discussion and analysis and required supplementary information as listed in the table of 
contents (collectively referred to as RSI) be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. 
Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing 
the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. We have 
applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of 
management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for 
consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other 
knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an 
opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us 
with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 

Other Information 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise the Commonwealth’s basic financial statements. The introductory section, other 
supplementary information and statistical section as listed in the accompanying table of contents are 
presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the basic financial 
statements.

The other supplementary information is the responsibility of management and was derived from and 
relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial 
statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the 
basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such 
information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial 
statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America by us and other 
auditors. In our opinion, based on our audit, the procedures performed as described above, and the 
report of the other auditors, the other supplementary information is fairly stated, in all material respects, 
in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole. 

The introductory and statistical sections have not been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in 
the audit of the basic financial statements, and accordingly, we do not express an opinion or provide 
any assurance on them. 
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Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated April 28, 
2022, on our consideration of the Commonwealth’s internal control over financial reporting and on our 
tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and 
other matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control 
over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on 
the effectiveness of the Commonwealth’s internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. 
That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards
in considering the Commonwealth’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP 

Boston, Massachusetts 
April 28, 2022 
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MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL INFORMATION

Admitted to Union (6th State): 1788 Capital: Boston
Population: 6,893,574 Nickname: Bay State

The State Seal The State Flag

The State Seal, adopted by Governor John Hancock and 
the Council on December 13, 1780 and made official by 
the General Court on June 4, 1885, is circular and bears a 
representation of the arms of the Commonwealth 
encircled with the words “Sigillum Reipublicae 
Massachusettensis” (Seal of the Republic of 
Massachusetts).  The arms, according to legislative 
enactment, consists of “a shield having a blue field or 
surface with an Indian thereon, dressed in a shirt and 
moccasins, holding in his right hand a bow, and in his left 
hand an arrow, point downward, all of gold; and in the 
upper corner of the field, above his right arm, bent at the 
elbow, clothed and ruffled, with the hand grasping a 
broadsword.”

The State Flag is white, a representation of the coat of arms 
on both sides. It was adopted in its final form in 1971; 
before that, the obverse side depicted a pine tree.

The State Flower The State Fish The State Bird

The Mayflower The Cod, a soft-finned fish, usually 
10-20bs. A sculpture of a cod hangs in
the House of Representatives as a
tribute to this useful aquatic creature.

The Black Capped Chickadee

The State Dinosaur The State Tree The State Dog

The American Elm was adopted as the 
official tree March 21, 1941 to 
commemorate the fact that General 
George Washington took command of 
the Continental Army beneath one on 
Cambridge Common in 1775.

Podokesaurus Holyokensis,  a mid-
Jurassic era dino with a "light and 
delicate frame" that likely weighed in 
at 90 pounds and measured about 
three to six feet in length.

The Boston Terrier, the first 
purebred dog developed in America 
(1869), is a cross between an 
English bulldog and an English 
terrier.

Beverage:  Cranberry Juice Muffin: The Corn Muffin Horse: The Morgan Horse
Dessert: Boston Cream Pie Cookie: Chocolate Chip Bean: Navy Bean




